ONIGBANJO FAMILY BACKGROUND.
(As culled from the files and family records kept by Alhaji Mumin Abayomi Aiyepola, past secretary of Onigbanjo Descendants Union and now our current family head)

Sanni Alade Onigbanjo was the ancestor of all the Onigbanjos. Little is known about his parentage and childhood but our source of information confirms that he was born at Orile Ijaiye, 23 Miles to Oyo to a very powerful and popular native doctor known as ASEDA. In those days ASEDA was a distinguished babalawo for the Baale of Ijaiye and his fame became widespread throughout the length and breadth of Orile Ijaiye and environs.
Sanni Onigbanjo left Orile Ijaiye for Ibeshe Ikorodu at the age of 12 years when war broke out between Orile Ijaiye and Oyo. He lost all contact with his parents. While at Ibeshe he engaged himself in petty trade. He learnt from the Ibeshe businessmen that Lagos was a fertile place for ambitious young men. He therefore moved to Lagos.  Upon arrival in Lagos, he engaged himself in all manner of trade and eventually distinguished himself as a highly skilled auctioneer while in the service of Pa Andrew Thomas, a prominent Lagos based merchant at that time. Apart from trading with Germans, Candido Da Rocha another prominent and very wealthy Lagos based merchant trading in Brazilian goods like gold and sovereigns was Sanni Onigbanjo’s contemporary.
Sanni Onigbanjo was a born polygamist who was very interested in the welfare of his children. To his credit he had 13 wives and 37 children. His dead children outnumbered the living as he suffered terribly from the social ill then known as ABIKU. He sought and found effective medicine for curing the Abiku syndrome. This discovery made him more popular not only in his neighbourhood but all over Lagos because he was acclaimed the only redeemer of the Abikus. Victims of Abiku were brought to him in their hundreds for treatment from far and near. His work as an auctioneer coupled with his effective remedy for the Abiku affliction put him in the limelight and made him a force to be reckoned with in Lagos. His house was also an informal court for settlement of petty personal squabbles between Lagosians. He was regarded by all as an impartial judge who feared no one but the almighty God. His judgement on matters were usually taken as final by disputants. He enjoyed so much popularity, confidence and reverence amongst Lagosians that on the death of the first Bashorun of Olowogbowo Lagos, Pa Savage, Sanni Onigbanjo was unanimously voted for as the second Bashorun of Olowogbowo Lagos. The title Bashorun of Olowogbowo Lagos was an enviable and prestigious title at that time.
Sanni Onigbanjo was a liberal and kind-hearted man almost to a fault. He was reputed to be cool-headed and unruffled under any circumstance. He was equally a very religious man and died as an Imam. As a consequence of old age he could not make the then three (3) months long islamic pilgrimage to Mecca but nonetheless contributed to the pilgrimage fare of one of his sons, Alhaji Asani.
Below are some of his idiosyncrasies which if emulated could do a world of good to us all:
1. He went to bed as early as 8.30pm and woke up at 3.30am
2. He abhorred politics
3. He feasted the needy and beggars on Fridays
4. He enjoyed the company of his children
5. He lavishly welcomed and entertained travellers and visitors in his home.
6. He propagated Islam by having Arabic lessons for all and sundry at his house.

Two outstanding deeds were recorded during his lifetime. The 1st was an epidemic which broke out in 1924 and which could have claimed thousands of lives in Lagos but for the medication prescribed by Sanni Onigbanjo which saved the situation. The then colonial Governor of Lagos sent for him upon learning of the efficacy of the medication he prescribed to combat the epidemic and substantially compensated him for this breakthrough medical discovery.
Sanni Onigbanjo also championed the expansion and extension of the original Idita Mosque, Lagos Island before it was demolished to give way for construction of the Eko Bridge.
Below is a breakdown of wives and children of Sanni Onigbanjo;
WIVES						CHILDREN
1. Animotu Sie 			Kaletu, Ishawu, Abusatu
2. Wulemotu			Amodu, Lamidi, Tamuramotu
3. Abibatu				Wusa, Asani, Humani
4. Yesowo Asimowu		Yesufu, Moriam, Marinatu
5. Aminotu			Yisa, Sadu, Sariyu, Liadi, Yaya
6. Ajaratu				Salamotu, Memunotu, Adijatu, Tairu
7. Ramotu Arodu			Sabitiyu, Jeminotu, Ayisatu
8. Sinotu				Osenotu, Safuratu, Imoru
9. Sinobu				Aminatu
10. Saudatu			Abudu
11. Ramotu				Saka, Rali, Sabale, Mojidi, Sifawu, Yinusa
12. Aminotu Omope		Bakare
13. Awusetu			Sabitiyu

GRAND CHILDREN 
Kaletu – Adeteju, Esu, Adikatu
Ishawu- Wahabi, Ajobi, Muni, Sidi
Abusatu- No Issue
Amodu- Ramota, Amori, Salu, Amisu, Mondiya, Monsuratu
Lamidi- Safuratu, Tiamiyu, Alimi, Wahabi, Taofeek, Rasaki, Wosila, Mori, Sikira, Kose, Sikiru, Mosudi, 
Kasumu, Nusi, Saratu, Sheri, Saka, Belawu, Sidi (Abeokuta), Sidi, Suraju, Mureni, Muyinoyu, Amuda, Taju, Abina, Kudi, Kamoru, Suwebatu, Abike, Alabi.
      Tamuramotu- Arike, Falila, Rasidi, Kola, Rafatu, Sheri, Mumini
      Wusa- Amusa, Yekini
      Asani- Bintu, Lawani, Nofi, Rafatu, Sariyu, Awawu
     Humani- Kafaru
Yesufu- Nusi, Nonjatu, Taiwo
Moriamo- No issue
Marinatu- ?????
Yisa- Kalamu, Ayoka, Monsuru, Rafatu, utafa, Amuda, Momu, Kehinde, Idowu, Nosimotu, Kudi, Muti, 
Adiatu, Risiku.
Sadu- Isilamiya, Nurata, Silifata, Taju, Jawadu, Semiu, Landa, Wahidi, Muti, Muji, Mulika, Lasiba, Bayo, 
Sanusi, Kafila, Kafayatu, Karimotu.
Sariyu- Muniru, Momudu, Riliwanu, Raffiq.
Liadi- ????
Yaya- ????
Salamotu-  Muyinotu, Risikatu
Memunotu- No Issue
Adijatu- Sikiratu, Sakiratu
Tairu- Aliratu, Sherifatu, Lasibatu, Mukayila
Sabitiyu- No Issue
Jeminotu- Musa, Wosila, Falila
Ayisatu- Rafatu, Jubrila
Osenotu- Busira, Etiko
Safuratu- Awonotu, Yesufu
Imoru- Ganiyu, Mustafa, Musibawu, Rasaki, Iyabo, Semiu
Aminotu- No Issue
Abudu- Mustafa
Saka- Sulu
Rali- Rafiu, Bintu, Lati, Ramota, Babatunde
Sabale- Sidikatu
Mojidi- ????
Shifawu- ????
Yinusa- ?????
Bakare- Mufutau, Suberu
Sabitiyu- ????

Sanni Onigbanjo died in Lagos at a very ripe age of 102 on 24th April 1925. He was buried with pomp and pageantry with ceremonial feasts for both old and young lasting for eight (8) days.
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